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Riddle 
Elementary 

School 
Panthers 

 

Sixth-Grade 
 

Ms. Scott 
 

 

Email: beverly.scott@riddle.k12.or.us 

District/School website: www.RiddleSchoolDistrict.com 

Class website:  www.RiddleSchoolDistrict.com/sixth-grade 

Class phone: 541-874-2226, extension 3135 

Mobile/Text: 559-760-7600 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RiddleOregonElementarySchool 

(Parents: You cannot post to this Facebook page, but you can send me a private message.) 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

     I want to welcome your child to sixth grade. This is a transition 
year for you child. Though our class is held at the elementary 
school, sixth-grade students fall into the middle-school category 
and expectations for the students are higher. Therefore, our 
schedule is different than it was when they were in primary and 
upper elementary classrooms (fewer recesses, for example). 
However, this allows for more depth in some subjects and 
participation in other activities and projects. 
     Communication is very important to me. I use a classroom 
website and online access to assignments and grades. Though I 
send home progress reports, you can look up grades daily to see 
how your child is doing. I will work diligently to keep you informed 
of all school activities throughout the year. Please contact me with 
any questions.   
 

Sincerely, Beverly Scott 
Sixth-Grade Teacher, Riddle Elementary School  
 

Morning Procedure 

1) Quietly walk into the classroom.  

2) Empty needed items from backpack or book bag.  

3) Remove coat or jacket. Hang it up with backpack.  

 Your backpacks should not be stored at your desk, on the back of your chair, or on the floor next to you. 

4) Put all completed homework in homework basket.  

5) Have sharpened pencils, supplies, independent reading book, and books ready.  

6) Read agenda for the day as well as posted notes, and begin warmup assignment on your own.  
 

Standard Classroom Rules 

1) Respect the people, equipment, and furnishings of Room 15.  

2) Be ready to learn when class starts.  

3) Follow directions the first time given.  

4) Change tasks quickly and quietly. 

5) Adjust your voice level to suit the activity.  

(Work quietly, and do not disturb others who are working.) 

6) Observe all rules in the student handbook.  

(Work and play safely.) 
 

Guidelines for Action Plan  

How to create a My Action Plan: 

1) Put your name and date on a piece of paper. 

2) Write down the following questions. (Answer questions with complete sentences.) 

a. What’s the problem? 

b. What’s causing the problem? (List the factors.) 

c. What plan will you use to solve the problem?  
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Bathroom Procedure 

1) Bathroom visits should take place before class starts (for example: upon arrival to school and 

during breaks and recess).  

2) However, I recognize that rarely a student needs to use the restroom during class. Thus, the 

student is to wait until after direct instruction and may sign out in class and notate time left 

room and time returned. Minutes the student is out of class will result in student points (for 

class auction) being deducted. If a student appears to be misusing my class sign-out bathroom 

policy, I will first discuss with the student but may contact his or her parent(s) if too much time 

is being missed from class. Appropriate steps will be setup for a modified bathroom policy for 

the individual student. 
 

* Students: Please do not use the bathroom for a stretch break or a get-out-of-your-seat break. 

Feel free to stand up in class in designated areas if you need a pick-me-up or get tired.            

We have two stand-up desks in class. 
 

Classroom Points 

1) Points reset at the semester (half-way through the academic year).  

2) Points will be used for class auctions* and for class rewards. 

3) Points are awarded at the end of the day for daily positive behavior. Outstanding, 4; Great job, 

3; Good Day, 2; and Ready to Learn, 1. Points are deducted if at Think About It, -1; Teacher’s 

Choice, -2; and Parent Contact, -3. Random points may also be awarded by me to students and 

the class for items I deem recognizable for reward.  

4) Points will be provided for students and families who attend school-sponsored activities. 

5) Points will be provided to students who donate “auction” items.  

6) End-of-the-week points are awarded to students who have not left the classroom to use the 

restroom ALL week.  Student points are deducted for students who leave during class time to 

use the restroom.  
 

* Class auction items will generally be donated by the teacher and students/families. Most items 

will be “used” items appropriate for students in sixth grade and provided by families who no 

longer have need for an item but believe that a student would appreciate it. A form will go 

home for parents to sign to prevent students from bringing items from home that have not 

been approved or authorized by the family. 
 

 

 We will be using a clip chart like the one on the left to manage 
student behavior in the classroom.  

 I love this system because it helps me reward good behavior as well 
as giving a consequence for behavior that takes away from learning.  

 I appreciate that even if a student makes a mistake, the student can 
change the types of choices he or she is making and move up, not 
just down. 

 



4 
 

Videotaping and Pictures 

Throughout the school year, students will be participating in presentations and participatory activities. I 

will be videotaping and taking pictures of the students and their projects. If you have any objection to 

your student being recorded, please notify me so that we can discuss your concerns.  

 

Absences and Make-up Work 

1) Engaged learning requires a high level of participation, which regular attendance provides. 

Regular attendance enables students to benefit from classroom discussions, presentations, and 

interactive activities. These shared academic experiences are integral to the learning process 

and cannot be re-created or replicated. In fact, regular attendance is vital for successful learning 

since work missed can never be made up in a completely satisfactory manner because the value 

of class activities is missed.  

2) If a student has a pre-planned absence, please let me know as soon as possible so I can best plan 

on how to accommodate the needs of the student and to determine how I can best help the 

student with what they miss while out of class. 

3) I provide make-up work when students are absent, and this work will be accepted within a 

reasonable period of time. The length of time missed and difficulty of assignments will 

determine the timeline for completion. Uncompleted work will receive a zero. 

4) Class assignments are posted on our class website. Parents also have access to assignments and 

grades online.  

 

Electronic Devices 

1) Students are not to have electronic devices (mobile phones, iPods, MP3 players, etc.) in the 

classroom unless being used as an approved learning tool as part of an educational plan (for 

example, speech to text application) or approved by school staff.  

2) When students arrive to class, if they have a mobile phone or other electronic device, they need 

to turn off the devices and turn them in to me. The devices will be returned at the end of the 

day.  

7) Students who fail to turn in their device will need to create an Action Plan—this may result in a 

loss of more than one recess. Under no circumstances, are students to keep them in their desk, 

backpacks, pockets, etc.  

3) If you need to reach your child during school, please call the school office at 541-874-2226. Our 

room (Room #15) extension is 3135.  

4) I only use my cell phone in the classroom when students are present for educational 

purposes and will even write it into my lesson plans if it warrants it. Teacher professionalism 

does not encompass texting or calling/answering personal calls during class except in rare 

circumstances.  
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Hallway and Assembly/Group Rules 

Expectations for sixth-grade students are that they will be extremely responsible while in the hallways 

and for assemblies and other group functions. I strongly believe in the sixth-graders setting the standard 

about how to behave at the school. As the upper classmen, they are the ones to set the example for 

others. Points will be deducted from individual point totals for not following the rules. Exceptional 

behavior for hallway and assembly/group activities will be rewarded.  
 

When walking in the hall individually or as a group, remember WALKS: 

1) Walk silently 

2) Allow for personal space 

3) Look forward 

4) Keep hands behind back or at sides 

5) Straight line 

 

For assemblies, remember to check your PULSE: 

1) Participate only when asked 

2) Use appropriate applause 

3) Listen quietly to the speaker  to learn and enjoy 

4) Stay in one spot 

5) Enter and exit assembly quietly (following HALL rules) 

 

Paper Headings 

It is important to have each student properly identify his or her work. For worksheets, your child’s name 

and student number are required.  
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Reading and Homework 

In our classroom the bulk of our homework is devoted to reading books of interest—30 minutes daily.      
I support this because: 
 Reading for long periods of time supports good study habits, learning stamina, responsibility, as well 

as developing a life-long love for reading. How often does your child get lost in their homework? 
 Reading can be completed independently, by listening to an audio book, or by reading with a family 

member or friend.  
 As shown below, reading increases vocabulary and test scores. There is also evidence that it leads to 

an increase of understanding for all content areas. 

 
Source: Adapted from Anderson, Wilson, & Fielding, 1988 (Allington, R.) 

 
Our school has a Reading Challenge program where students earn prizes and a field trip for their 
participation in the program. Sixth-grade students are expected to read 30 minutes (versus 20 minutes 
for the younger students) for 20 nights a month. Parents are to initial the days the student has read and 
send back the calendar when it is finished. 
 
Besides reading, another type of homework assignment is work that is not completed in class. In 
addition, short writing assignments as well as reports, essays, and presentations will be assigned with 
some of this work to be completed outside of the classroom. I also expect students to study for exams 
and assessments.  I will provide strategies and tools to helps students with how to study. It is the 
responsibility of each student to study.   
 
We are also using a new math program in sixth grade this year called Big Ideas Math! It is aligned to 
Common Core State Standards. I will be sending home a letter soon explaining this new program and 
providing some online components you may be interested in exploring. However, if you have a mobile 
phone, please download (for free!) the Big Ideas Math phone app with helpful videos. Select the Big 
Ideas Math Green book and you can view video examples of problems by lesson. There is no username 
or password needed. There are also links on our class website of the classroom assignments and more! 

 

Individualized Homework Plan 
For parents who believe his or her child should have more homework or work to address a certain need 
or interest, I will develop an individualized plan for your child.  What is it he or she needs more help and 
motivation with? What will help at home?  Perhaps a unit of study would be the best approach to 
learning more about a given topic.  I’ll work with you to design a plan for your child.  
 
Schedule 
Please note that fifth- and sixth-grade students once released from breakfast are to join their classroom 
teacher. The 7:45 to 8:05 time slot is tentatively where students are provided additional activities such 
as physical activity, keyboarding, writing, and more.  Appropriate footwear is required for activity days 
and for P.E. with Mrs. Matthews.  
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Welcome to sixth grade! 
 
 
Please sign below acknowledging you received the sixth-grade welcome packet and return to Ms. Scott.  
 
 
              
Student          Date 
 
 
              
Parent(s)/Guardian(s)        Date   
              
 
If you would like me to contact you or if you have any questions, please let me know below: 
 

             

              

AUCTION PERMISSION TO DONATE:  

As part of a system of classroom management, I use a clip-chart and point system to encourage student 

participation and to help encourage good behavior. As one of the incentives I use for how the points 

students accumulate can be used, is to hold a class auction comprised mostly of gifts donated from 

classmates (this is what I’d call a “white-elephant gift” as the items donated for our class auction are 

generally items you may already have around the house but no longer have a use for; however, one of 

our students may want it). For every item a student brings in for the auction, the student will get an 

additional points added to their point total in the class (point total depends on the item). If you’d like to 

participate in helping to build-up our auction supplies, please sign below indicating it is okay for your 

child to bring in an item or items for the class auction. It is not a requirement to provide items for the 

auction and is totally voluntary. Students also have ways to use their points for other activities that the 

students developed as part of a class (extra computer time, sitting by a friend, donating points to 

another student, etc.).  Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 
My child,     , may bring in an item or items to be donated to the class 
collection of auction items that other students may bid on with their class points. The class auctions will 
generally take place two times during the school year depending on the number of items donated. 
 
 
               
Parent(s)/Guardian(s)        Date    


